
2.9 MDS PPS Assessments for SNFs  
The MDS has been constructed to iden�fy the OBRA Reasons for Assessment and the SNF PPS Reasons 
for Assessment in items A0310A and A0310B respec�vely. If the assessment is being used for 
reimbursement under the SNF PPS, the PPS Reason for Assessment must be coded in item A0310B. The 
OBRA Reason for Assessment is described earlier in this sec�on while the PPS assessments are 
described below. A SNF provider may combine assessments to meet both OBRA and PPS requirements. 
When combining assessments, all comple�on deadlines and other requirements for both types of 
assessments must be met. If all requirements cannot be met, the assessments must be completed 
separately. The rela�onship between OBRA and PPS assessments is discussed below and in more detail 
in Sec�ons 2.10 and 2.11.  

PPS Assessments for a Medicare Part A Stay  
01. 5-Day Assessment  

• ARD (item A2300) must be set for Days 1 through 8 of the Part A SNF covered stay.  

• Must be completed (item Z0500B) within 14 days a�er the ARD (ARD + 14 days).  

• Authorizes payment for en�re PPS stay (except in cases when an IPA is completed).  

• Must be submited electronically and accepted into iQIES within 14 days a�er comple�on (item 
Z0500B) (comple�on + 14 days).  

• If combined with the OBRA Admission assessment, the assessment must be completed by the 
end of day 14 of admission (admission date plus 13 calendar days).  

• Is the first PPS-required assessment to be completed when the resident is first admited for a 
SNF Part A stay.  

• Is the first PPS-required assessment to be completed when the resident is re-admited to the 
facility for a Part A stay following a discharge assessment – return not an�cipated or if the 
resident returns more than 30 days a�er a discharge assessment-return an�cipated.  

• A 5-Day assessment is not required at the �me when a resident returns to a Part Acovered stay 
following an interrupted stay, regardless of the reason for the interrup�on (facility discharge, 
resident no longer skilled, payer change, etc.).  

• If a resident changes payers from Medicare Advantage to Medicare Part A, the SNF must 
complete a 5-Day assessment with the ARD set for one of days 1 through 8 of the Medicare Part 
A stay, with the resident’s first day covered by Medicare Part A serving as Day 1, unless it is a 
case of an interrupted stay.  

02. Interim Payment Assessment  

• Op�onal assessment.  

• ARD (item A2300) may be set for any day of the SNF PPS stay, beyond the ARD of the 5-Day 
assessment.  

• Must be completed (item Z0500B) within 14 days a�er the ARD (ARD + 14 days).  



• Authorizes payment for remainder of the PPS stay, beginning on the ARD.  

• Must be submited electronically and accepted into iQIES within 14 days a�er comple�on (item 
Z0500B) (comple�on + 14 days).  

• The ARD for an IPA may not precede that of the 5-Day assessment.  

• May not be combined with any other assessments (PPS or OBRA).  

03. Part A PPS Discharge Assessment  

See defini�on provided in Sec�on 2.8, Part A PPS Discharge Assessment (A0310H = 1). 
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